
 

 

  
 

 Home Care for Dewclaw Removal 
 
 
 

Please ensure that your dogÕs surgical sites remain clean and dry for 2 
weeks following the surgery.  Dewclaw incision sites are close to the 
ground and prone to contamination and it is especially important that they 
are not allowed to get moisture near the incisions.  This means carrying 
your dog if possible, out to go to the bathroom, and returning back inside 
afterward.  They must not be allowed to spend any time outside.  Make 
sure that the environment is dry before allowing your dog out. 
 
As with any surgery, ensure that your dog is not licking the incisions. For 
this reason your dog is sent home wearing an Elizabethan collar to prevent 
licking of all dewclaw and spay or neuter incisions. This must stay on for 
at least 10 to 14 days .  
 
Your dog is discharged with light pressure bandages over their dewclaw 
incisions. These must  be removed 24 hours following the surgery. The 
white piece of tape located over the incisions will fall off on its own in 5 to 7 
days. DO NOT put anything on the incisions, including creams, 
cleansers, disinfectants, ointments, bandages or tape. If any medications 
are sent home, please administer as prescribed. 
 
Sutures are removed 2 weeks following surgery. Please note your dogÕs 
appointment for suture removal is on ___________________________ 
anytime between the hours of 10 am and 2pm. 
 
If you notice any redness, swelling or discharge, please contact us at  
780-426-4221. For after hours concerns, contact Edmonton 
Veterinarians’ Emergency Clinic at 780-433-9505. 


